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JOHN McLEAN: FOR Z A      As a gallery whose offering spans the centuries, the 
radical shift in the way our spaces look with John’s work always gives us an uplifting 
and refreshing surprise. The Boston Pictures, our penultimate show with John, felt as if 
the marks were dancing along the walls; the effect on visitors was palpable. The joyful 
power of John’s work was easily matched by the man himself. All of which is reason to 
be delighted to now represent the estate. 

Our first exhibition of the new year covers works on paper and printmaking, from 1970 
until 2010. There is subtlety in John’s mark making which can get lost in the translation 
of reproduction. The vitality that pulses through them demands to be experienced 
in the flesh. John possessed a complete understanding of each medium he employed, 
using the character and idiosyncrasies of each to strengthen his work. The interplay of 
pastel and watercolour in his works on paper and the processes behind his prints are as 
important as colour and composition. 

In the following pages are selected works from our exhibitions of works on paper in 
Edinburgh and prints in London. 

John McLean at his Stockwell Depot studio, 1990s. Photography by Sarah Fitzgerald.
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C O R T O N A  (1975)
initialled; signed on backboard
watercolour and gouache on paper
19 x 13.5 cm

C O M M O V E N T E  (1977)
initialled; signed and titled on backboard
watercolour and oil pastel on paper
14 x 20.5 cm
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Q U A R T O  (1977)
initialled; signed, titled and dated on backboard
watercolour and oil pastel on paper
14.5 x 8.5 cm

M A N N A K I N  (1979)
initialled; signed, titled and dated on backboard
gouache and oil pastel on paper
23.5 x 15 cm
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V E R D E  (1982)
initialled; signed, titled and dated on backboard
watercolour and oil pastel on paper
14 x 20.5 cm

C I R C U S  (1994)
initialled and dated '94
acrylic on paper
56.5 x 75.5 cm
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U N T I T L E D  (1996)
initialled and dated '96
acrylic on paper
56 x 75 cm

S E AT O N  (2003)
initialled and dated 2003
acrylic on paper
57 x 76 cm
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T I F O S O  (2006)
signed, titled and dated on backboard
acrylic on paper
76.5 x 58 cm

A N T I P H O N  (2010)
initialled; signed, titled and dated on backboard
acrylic on paper
10.5 x 12.5 cm



18 19

S T R U N Z  (2010)
initialled and dated '10
ink and newspaper collage on paper
14.5 x 9 cm

U N T I T L E D
initialled
acrylic on paper
75 x 56.5 cm
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U N T I T L E D  (1982)
initialled, dated 82 and numbered 38/50
screenprint
57 x 77 cm

C A L M  (2003)
initialled and dated 2003
screenprinted monoprint
64.5 x 83 cm
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S H O R  E  (2004)
initialled, dated 2004 and numbered 11/11 
monotype
44.5 x 44.5 cm

P E N N A N T  (2007)
signed and dated 2007
screenprinted monoprint
54 x 77 cm
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U N T I T L E D  (2007)
signed and dated 2007
screenprinted monoprint
67 x 48 cm

T R I O  (2007)
initialled and dated 07
screenprinted monoprint
47.5 x 66 cm
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L O N G N I D D R Y  (2008)
signed, dated 2008 and numbered 1/1
monoprint from a zinc plate
100 x 60 cm

F L A M  (2008)
signed, dated 2008 and numbered 1/1
monoprint from a zinc plate
100 x 60 cm
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C A N T R I P  (2008)
signed, dated 2008 and inscribed h.c.
woodblock print
48 x 37.5 cm

D R U M S T U R D Y  (2009)
signed, dated 2009 and numbered 70/70
screenprint
76 x 87 cm
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After giving a class at Winchester School of Art with Gillian Ayres and Mali Morris, 1982

AWARDS
1974	 A r t s  Counc i l  Awa rd
19 8 0	 A r t s  Counc i l  Major  Awa rd
19 8 1 	 Br it i sh  Counc i l  Trave l  Awa rd
19 8 4	 Br it i sh  Counc i l  Trave l  Awa rd ;  L orne Awa rd
1993	 Crit ic s  Awa rd ,  E d inburg h Internat iona l  Fe s t iva l
1995	 Shor t- l i s t ed for  Je r wood Pr i z e
2000	 Br it i sh  Counc i l  Trave l  Awa rd
200 8	 Br ya n Rober t son Tru s t  Awa rd
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W hit wor th Ar t Ga l ler y, Manchester Guest artist at Emma Lake Artist Workshop, University of Saskatchewan, 2000
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